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NEF Supporters and Donors,

Northwest ISD has a vision to empower learners and leaders to positively 
impact the world. The school district believes to accomplish this vision we must 
collaborate with our students, families and communities to create a culture of 
learning that prepares all students to confidently navigate their future. 

In 1999, the Northwest ISD Education Foundation (NEF) was established as 
a 501(3) organization dedicated to providing financial support for educators 
and students and enhancing education in Northwest ISD. To date, NEF has 
awarded more than $1.8 million in grants to our teachers and more than 
$600,000 to students through scholarships to continue their education. 

There are many ways to get involved with NEF:

1. Volunteering for a nonprofit organization is instrumental. The foundation 
hosts many events, including a golf tournament in October and a Gala in 
April that raise funds to support students and educators. Dedicating your 
time at an event, helping to prepare for an event or even providing an in-
kind donation is much appreciated.

2. Supplying resources for district activities that encourage our students and 
enrich their educational experience is a great way to partner. If you, your 
family or business is looking to engage in a mutually beneficial relationship 
with one of our campuses or through the Education Foundation, we have a 
place for you to get involved.

3. Donating funds to supporting teaching grants, student scholarships and 
sustain an organization that has existed in our community for the past 20 
years is another way to make an impact. As a tax-exempt organization, all 
donations are tax-deductible. 

Keeping our schools progressive with personalized, meaningful learning experiences 
is essential to the strength and advancement of our communities. NISD serves 14 
communities, three counties (Denton, Tarrant and Wise) and spans 234-square miles. 
Partnering with our Education Foundation and school district enhances the quality 
of education in our schools by bringing the talents and resources of our community 
members and businesses into our classrooms. A partnership with the NISD Education 
Foundation is limitless!

Sincerely,

Chase Rowe, President    Emily Conklin 
NEF President     NEF Executive Director

The mission of the Northwest 
ISD Education Foundation is 
to provide financial support 
to empower NISD educators, 
engage the community and 
encourage future-ready students.

Our Mission

To be  the recognized leader 
in providing financial support 
to teachers and students in 
the region that Northwest ISD 
serves. 

Our Vision



The NEF Board of Directors volunteers 
their time to fundraise, advocate and 
promote the students and teachers in 
Northwest ISD.



 The Northwest ISD Education 
Foundation empowers educators of NISD 
every year with teaching grants.  Our district 
theme is Every Child, Every Day, and the 
innovative programs that are funded by NEF 
are based on the notion that every one of our 
25,000 students can be positively impacted 
every day.  Our teachers want to have a positive 
impact on our children, and the NEF grant 
program helps them accomplish that goal.

We Give Because  
We’re Better Together
100% of donations given during the employee 
giving campaign are awarded in grants to 
Northwest ISD teachers to benefit students and 
classrooms. Last year, employees contributed 
$34,000 during the campaign. Not only did NEF 
match this amount in grant distribution, but gave 
a total of $86,000 during the 2018 Grant Brigade.

Empowering
NISD Educators

– Superintendent of Schools Ryder Warren, Ed.D.



Traveling the Universe with Virtual Reality
Grant from NEF provides Justin students with unique experiences

Thanks to you, our dreams are limitless.

Imagine traveling through space and seeing the 
individual bits of rock and ice that make up Saturn’s 
outer ring or experiencing an art festival in Egypt and 
comparing it to others around the world. For students 
at Justin Elementary School, these experiences 
have become a reality – at least, a virtual reality. 

Justin Elementary art teacher Meagan White, along with 
music teacher Milton Ledoux and physical education 
teacher Dana Bates, applied for a grant through NEF 
and received funding for virtual reality kits to increase 
student comprehension as they introduce new topics. 
The goal of their grant is to provide students with an 
immersive learning experience in their art, music and 
physical education classes. The team hopes to engage 
students in real-world applications of every day learning 
through virtual field trips including instruments of Africa, 
muscle systems, the exploration of animation and more. 

“The level of student engagement in my classroom has 
increased greatly,” Mrs. White said. “As an educator, it 
has been so fulfilling to see the looks on our students 
faces and the increased depths of student knowledge 
as I take my class on adventures to virtually anywhere. 
Students who typically might not buy into a new 
lesson or idea are now excited about our projects.”



Engaging
the Community

“I serve on NEF to make a difference for 

current and future students and teachers 

of NISD. As a father and business leader 

in the community, it is a responsibility I 

take very seriously. I am excited about 

every school year and seek ways to make 

a difference for every child every day!  

There are several ways to 
take action and make a 
difference in your district 
through partnership 
with the Northwest ISD 
Education Foundation. 
Fundraising events 
throughout the year, 
such as our annual golf 
tournament and gala, allow 
community members and 
educators to collaborate 
for the good of the district. 
Whether you are able 
to provide time, talent, 
financial support, or all of 
the above, the foundation 
needs your help to ensure 
the best opportunities for 
students and teachers in 
Northwest ISD!

Ways to Get Involved

– NEF President Chase Rowe



Join us for two unique back-to-school events each year! The New Teacher Breakfast annually 
welcomes more than 300 new teachers to the district at a breakfast with a message from Dr. 
Warren. Then, the district will kick off the new school year at a pep-rally-style convocation 
event with more than 3,000 staff members in attendance. Sponsorships are available.

New Teacher Breakfast

Hosted in the fall at the Marriott Champions Circle Hotel and Golf Club, NEF’s annual 
golf tournament is always a great day for networking, fun and fundraising! Sponsorships 
or teams are available, but don’t hesitate as this is usually a sellout. In 2018, NEF supporters 
raised $75,000!

Legends Golf Tournament

Known as the best event of the year, you will enjoy dinner, auctions, dancing and more, all 
while supporting a great cause! This springtime event is our largest fundraiser and there 
are many ways to support. Sponsorships, tables and individual tickets are available. In-
kind services and donations to the silent and live auction are also needed. In 2019, NEF 
supporters raised $106,000!

Gala

Teaching grants and student scholarships are carefully chosen each year by volunteer 
committees. Committee members are given access to read grants and scholarships on 
their own time, and meet twice for discussion and decisions. Once recipients are chosen, 
volunteers are invited to join us for the Grant Brigade, where grants are distributed to 
teachers during a surprise visit to individual campuses. Volunteers are always needed to help 
in this special process!

Grant and Scholarship Committees



Encouraging
Future-Ready Students

“Being on the scholarship committee this 
year truly opened my eyes to how amazing 
the students at NISD are and how the work 
we do has a significant impact on their lives 
and the pursuit of their higher education. 
Each candidate was qualified, extremely 
bright, and had a compelling story.”

– Allie Frysinger, NTE Mobility Partners



“My long-term dream is to become a trauma surgeon in North Texas. I 
know that the path to attaining this goal will be arduous and unyielding, 
but when I achieve it, I will have the unbelievable opportunity and 
honor to help others who find themselves faced with the unexpected. 
Thanks to you, I am one step closer to achieving my goals. By awarding 
me the NEF Encouraging Excellence Scholarship, you have lightened my 
financial burden which allows me to focus on the most important aspect 
of school, learning.”
– Brandon Kyle Michaelis, NEF Encouraging Excellence Scholarship Recipient
Abilene Christian University

“Your scholarship is enabling me to pursue my passions and earn 
a higher education. It is a relief to know that I can focus on my 
studies and community involvement without the pressures of a 
financial burden distracting me. I hope one day that my works will 
have an even larger impact on the community and inspire others 
after me to give back.” 
– Caitlyn Scott, NCP Scholarship Recipient
The University of Texas at Dallas

“I want to express my extreme gratitude and thanks for being awarded 
the NEF Encouraging Excellence Scholarship. It is a true honor to be the 
recipient of such a generous award. I was accepted into The University of 
Texas at Austin in December and I will begin pursuing my college degree 
in computer science this fall. I am very excited to begin the next chapter 
of my life in late August. I am very grateful for being recognized by NEF 
and I guarantee I will put the scholarship to good use. Thank you!”  
– Kyzer Polin, NEF Encouraging Excellence Scholarship Recipient
The University of Texas at Austin



The Northwest ISD Education Foundation is grateful for 
the vision of our donors who establish memorial funds to 
honor the lasting legacy of their loved ones and expand 
scholarship opportunities for Northwest ISD students. We 
also appreciate the individual donors and local partners 
who make gifts to support these families and celebrate 
their lives in a meaningful way. 

Last year, NEF helped establish and award the first scholar-
ships in honor of Mrs. Andra Perrin and Ms. Anne Kemp. 

Andra Perrin dedicated 33 years of her life to the 
education of young people. She served the students of 
Northwest ISD for 26 years in multiple capacities. From 
1983 to 2009, Mrs. Perrin served as a classroom teacher, 
principal of Justin and Roanoke elementary schools, 
director of technology for NISD, and she took the time 
on weekends to teach Sunday school to students in local 
churches. In her honor and in partnership with NEF, the 
first Andra Perrin memorial scholarship was awarded in 
the amount of $2,000. Her husband, Alan, and their son 

Michael presented the award to Sunny Curtis.
Sunny plans to continue her education at Texas A&M 
University with a major in aeronautical engineering and 
a minor in mechanical engineering. Ultimately, she hopes 
to pursue her master’s degree in the field and become a 
Senior Aeronautical Engineer at Lockheed Martin in their 
Integrated Fighter Group (IFG) team. In high school, 
she was involved in the STEM Academy, National Honor 
Society, National Technical Honor Society, varsity choir, 
and drill team.

Sunny said being in the STEM Academy influenced 
her career goals, including one memorable experience 
when she was chosen to present a Flight Profile project 
to aerospace engineers at NASA in Houston, Texas. CTE 
teacher Elizabeth Mitias said Sunny’s academic abilities, 
preparation, strong character and innovative thinking 
made her a worthy recipient of this scholarship. “She is a 
highly motivated student, both inside and outside of the 
classroom, who follows through with every challenge put 
to her,” Ms. Mitias said.

Memorial Scholarships

The Andra Perrin Memorial Scholarship
The Anne Kemp Memorial Scholarship

The Isobel Grace Gentry Memorial Scholarship
The Nance Family Scholarship

The ShyAnn Hooper Memorial Scholarship
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